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I am deeply saddened to announce the passing of Godfrey Harris, former Managing Director of the 
Ivory Education Institute, on 6 January 2026. 

Godfrey was a passionate supporter of sustainable wildlife conservation in Africa. He believed that 
protecting elephants and other wildlife must go hand in hand with recognising the needs, rights and 
livelihoods of rural communities that share their land with wildlife. Above all, he believed in the power 
of public education and environmental communication to build understanding and support for 
conservation approaches that work. 

I worked closely with Godfrey for several years. We learnt from each other, exchanged ideas and 
shared a commitment to ensuring that African voices were heard in global wildlife conservation 
debates. He travelled to Southern Africa several times at his own expense, engaging governments, 
conservation authorities and communities. 

Before his death, Godfrey gave me permission to continue the work of the Ivory Education Institute 
and take responsibility for its leadership. His eldest son and other family members supported this 
decision. 

Godfrey Harris requested that his tombstone carry the words: At least I tried.  I believe the greatest 
tribute we can give him is to continue trying. 

I therefore invite United States citizens and people worldwide to help establish the Harris Africa 
Institute for Environmental Communication in his honour. I have already identified the plot on which 
the institute will be built. 
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